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Introduction



Westfjords population 2015-2025
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Opinberstörf ríki og sveitarfélög; 
30,20%

Fisheries and 
fish production

5,50%

Aquaculture; 
0,50%

Framleiðsla; 9,10%

Byggingarstarfse
mi; 7,50%

Verslun og 
viðgerðir; 10,20%

Fjármálastarfsemi og 
sérhæfð þjónusta; 

8,90%

Flutningar og geymsla; 
6,70%

Gististaðir og veitingar; 
5,20%

Sérhæfð vísinda og 
tæknistarfsemi; 5,40%

Veitustarfsemi; 1,90%

Önnur starfsemi; 3,20%

Upplýsinga og fjarskipti; 
5,20%

Landbúnaður og skógrækt; 
0,50%

Iceland

Division of jobs – Westfjords vs Iceland
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Westfjords largest companies
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Westfjords export earnings

3,1%
Westfjords share of export earnings

1,9%
Portion of population of 
Iceland

Westfjords export earnings were 3,1% of 
Iceland‘s total export earnings in 2023 
while Westfjords populations is only
1,9% of total population of Iceland.

Útflutningstekjur Vestfjarða
Í ma.kr. og sem hluti af heildarútflutningstekjum
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Growth industries – Westfjords 2008 -2022
Employees - AquacultureEmployees - Tourism

Heimild: Skatturinn 



• Maintain high environmental standards
• Minimize ecological impact
• Ensure fish welfare
• Promote sustainable aquaculture practices
• Demonstrate environmental stewardship

Responsible Practices in
Aquaculture



• Actively engage with local communities
• Respect local customs, values, and cultural heritage
• Implement transparency and fair labor practices
• Building trust through collaboration
• Positive impacts include:

• Supporting local economies
• Preserving cultural traditions
• Creating a sustainable future

Community Engagement and Ethical 
Strategies



• Bakkafrost needed a solution for 
mortality and fish manure 

• Forka, Biogas-plant provides gas, 
heat, fertilizer and electricity 

• Value for the community, addressing 
waste, clean energy, and supporting 
local agriculture 

Example of good 
practice



The Westfjords are a unique area to enjoy pure
nature and tranquility. The area is diverse and
excellent for living, working and visiting. It has a 
strong, growing international knowledge
community characterized by dynamic creativity, a 
strong identity and environmental awareness. 
The Westfjords have good infrastructure, strong
services, a diverse business community and a 
flourishing culture. The region is characterized by
cohesive communities that are based on respect
for people, the environment and resources.

Westfjords in 2050


